March Town Council.

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of March Town Council held on 18th May 2015 in The Skoulding Suite at March Town Hall commencing at 7.15pm.
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Town Mayor
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C Lemmon
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12 members
Prior to the meeting commencing, the Clerk made the following statement:
Welcome to you all.

During the forthcoming weeks, if any newly elected Councillors need any advice, please contact me as necessary.
Normal office hours are as follows:

Mondays to Wednesdays
8.30am to 4.00pm.

Fridays


8.30am to Midday.

The March Town Council telephone number is 653709. My home and mobile numbers are available to anyone who cares to ask.

During a normal week, I work on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays, and Geoff Wilkinson, the Assistant Town Clerk, works on Mondays, Wednesdays and Friday mornings.

This evening’s meeting will not include a great amount of general business but, in the main, will clear all the formalities for your four year term of office.

26       Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from John Gowing.
27      
Declarations of Office

28
Register of Members Interests
All Councillors present signed their “Declarations of Office” dated 18th May 2015 and were requested to complete their “Register of Members Interests” form within the following fourteen days and return it to the office as soon as possible. They were also requested to complete office information sheets.  

Councillors were given the latest copies of the following documents:

a) Standing Orders and Chairmanship.

b) March Town Council Financial Regulations.

c) Model Code of Conduct. 

In addition, the Ceremonial Robes were distributed to each Councillor who signed acknowledgement forms indicating their possession thereof. 

It was noted that Malcolm George would sign his various forms on Tuesday 19th May 2015 and John Gowing on Wednesday 20th May 2015.
29
Nomination and Declaration of Town Mayor

The retiring Mayor, Councillor Owen, made his outgoing remarks and thanked Councillors for their assistance during his term of office. 
Councillor Owen then nominated Councillor Robert Skoulding as Mayor of March for the forthcoming year. This was seconded by Councillor French, with all in favour.

Councillor Owen then officially handed over the robes and chain of office to Councillor Skoulding.
Councillor Skoulding accepted the post, gave a brief introductory speech of his aspirations and signed his “Declaration of Office”. He thanked the outgoing Mayor for all his efforts and stated that he would do everything in his power to carry out his duties for the benefit of the people of March.
30
 Nomination and Declaration of Deputy Town Mayor

Councillor Skoulding then nominated Councillor Donnelly as Deputy Mayor of March. This was seconded by Councillor Purser, with all in favour.

Councillor Skoulding then officially handed over the appropriate robes. 

Councillor Donnelly accepted the post, stated he would do all he could to assist the Mayor and signed his “Declaration of Office”.

31         Agreement of Mayor’s Allowance

Councillor Skoulding declared a prejudicial interest and left the room whilst the Mayor’s allowances were being discussed.

Councillor Donnelly took the Chair for this agenda item only.

It was unanimously agreed that the following allowances would apply for 2015 / 2016:

£2,750.00
Basic Mayors allowance.

£   400.00
Travelling allowance.

These amounts coincided with the amounts provided within this year’s budget.

32
Dates of Council Meetings for 2015 / 2016
The dates for the 2015 / 2016 meetings were agreed as presented (See Appendix 1).

33        Appointment of Committee Members & Council Representatives

It was agreed to appoint Committee Members and Council Representatives in accordance with Appendix 2 (2 pages).

34        Minutes of Meetings

The minutes of the following meetings were agreed and signed by the Mayor:

Full Council Meeting of 13th April 2015.

Annual Assembly of 27th April 2015.

Planning Sub-Committee Meeting of 27th April 2015.

35       Matters Arising

Re Main Council Meeting of 13th April 2015:

Minute 9:
The Clerk reported that: 

a) The CIC Trust had to all intents and purposes now been formed.

b) The terms of the lease had now been agreed.
Councillor Owen also updated Councillors regarding his meeting with Cambridgeshire 

County Council on 21st April 2015 to discuss possible traffic calming measures in

Norwood Road and Hundred Road relating to our 2015 / 2016 successful Jointly Funded 

Minor Improvement Scheme bid.
36      Planning Applications

Due to their involvement in the building industry, Councillors Purser and Skoulding declared personal interests and took no part in any discussions relating to planning issues.

Councillor Skoulding left the debating table for the entirety of this agenda item.

It was agreed that two additional planning applications would be discussed.
Councillor Pugh took the chair for this agenda item only.

Application


Name & Address of Applicant, Details of Application,

Number 

  
and Recommendation of March Town Council.
F/YR15/0324/F
Mr J Gardener, 38E Nene Parade, March.

Installation of external wall insulation to existing dwelling.


S/a.

Received: 1 May 2015.
Reply By: 19 May 2015.
Recommend approval.
F/YR15/0325/F
Mr C Barrell, 39 Acacia Grove, March.

Installation of external wall insulation to existing dwelling.


S/a.

Received: 1 May 2015.
Reply By: 19 May 2015.
Recommend approval.
F/YR15/0327/F
Mr K Moon, 27 Badgeney Road, March.

Erection of a 2-storey 3-bed dwelling.


Land South Of 27 Badgeney Road, Fronting Green Street, March.
Received: 1 May 2015.
Reply By: 20 May 2015.
Recommend approval.
F/YR15/0329/F

Mr & Mrs C Rowley, 10 Hundred Road, March.

Erection of a single-storey 2-bed dwelling involving demolition of existing store / workshop.

Caravan, 10 Hundred Road, March.

Received: 5 May 2015.

Reply By: 20 May 2015. 

Recommend approval.

F/YR15/0332/TRCA
Miss A Parker, Old Bank House, West End. 

Felling of 5 Ash Trees, 1 Holly tree and 2 Sycamore trees and works to 1 Rowan tree, line of Cypress trees, 1 Cherry tree, 1 Copper Beech tree, 1 Sycamore and 1 Yew within a conservation area. 


2 and Land South Of 2 West End, March.

Received: 8 May 2015.
Reply By: 26 May 2015.
Recommend approval.

F/YR15/0338/F
Mr Mark Thompson, The Round House, 25 Wimblington Road, Doddington.

 
Erection of 2 x 3-storey 6-bed dwellings with detached garages and workshops.


Land West Of Creek Cottage, Creek Fen, March.
Received: 31 May 2015.
Reply By: I June 2015.
Recommend refusal – outside area stipulated within Fenland Local Plan.
F/YR15/0346/F
Mr M George, Clovelly House, 44 Station Road, March.

Erection of an ancillary building for use as hairdressers and healthcare treatments.


S/a.
Received: 13 May 2015.
Reply By: 2 June 2015.
Recommend approval.

F/2002/15/CW
Variation of Condition 2 of application F/2007/14/CW to replace approved Organic Water Treatment Plant and Visitors Centre with single-storey office and car park.


Westry AD Plant, Wisbech Road, March.

Received: 13 May 2015.
Reply By: 3 June 2015.
Recommend approval.

F/YR15/0347/PNCOU
Mr G Lord, Springfield House, Creek Fen, March.

Change of use of office building (B1) to 2-bed dwelling.

Cromwell Works, Creek Fen, March.
Received: 15 May 2015.

Reply By: 3 June 2015.
Recommend approval.

F/YR15/0353/F

Mr & Mrs D Brandon, 89 Green Street, March.

Erection of a 2-storey side extension to existing dwelling involving demolition of existing side extension.

S/a.

Received: 18 May 2015.

Reply By: 4 June 2015. 

Recommend approval.

37
Schedule of Accounts

The Schedule of Accounts, as circulated, was agreed.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.30pm.

Councillor RF Skoulding…………………………………..…..  1st June 2015.
Mayor of March. 
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