MARCH TOWN COUNCIL.

Minutes of the Meeting of March Town Council held on 1st July 2013 in The Skoulding Suite at March Town Hall commencing at 7.15pm.

Present
Councillor
A Pugh

Town Mayor


Councillors
MJ Cornwell

S Count



J French

ML George


  BM Keane
 
GD Philpott




MW Purser
  
TEW Quince


M Shermer

RF Skoulding         




Town Clerk



C Lemmon


Assistant Town Clerk


GSD Wilkinson




Police




PCSO Carol Holloway







PCSO Sally Mitchell





Public




Three









51

Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Councillors Owen, Clark & Yeulett.
52

Police Update
PCSOs Carol Holloway and Sally Mitchell reported as follows:
a) The number of recorded crimes during June 2013 totalled 64, compared with 115 during June 2012.
b) There had been no major causes of concern at March Summer Festival.

The issues that were raised during a question and answer session that followed included speeding, drug-taking and graffiti.
Problems relating to the derelict buildings in Acre Road were also discussed, and it was agreed that the Clerk should write to Fenland District Council requesting that action be taken to ensure that they were sufficiently secured to prevent access by unauthorized personnel.

Following their presentation, PCSOs Carol Holloway and Sally Mitchell were thanked by the Mayor and left the meeting at 7.32pm.

53

Minutes of Meetings

The following Minutes were agreed and signed by the Mayor: 
Main Council Meeting of 3rd June 2013.
Planning Sub-Committee Meeting of 17th June 2013.

Christmas Lights Working Party Meeting of 17th June 2013.
54

Matters Arising

Re Main Council Meeting of 3rd June 2013:

Minute 39 / 30 / 7:
Since no further response had been received from Councillor Melton regarding the possible closure of the City Road lorry park (original e-mail forwarded 9th April 2013), a reminder e-mail was forwarded on 17th June 2013. A response received the same day stated that Councillor Jolley is currently undertaking a comprehensive review of all FDC assets including the lorry park.


It was also reported by Councillor Count that Trevor Watson is currently undertaking a review of all car parking facilities within the town.
Minute 39 / 30 / Street Lighting:
1. Concern was expressed at the operating methods being employed by Balfour Beatty. In particular, it was deemed highly unacceptable that where works were due to be carried out, householders were being given insufficient notice. It was not unusual for Balfour Beatty to erect notices on one day and commence the works the following day. Since the notices stated that any complaints or queries should be raised with Balfour Beatty prior to works commencing, there was an insufficient delay for householders to react.
It was also felt that the Customer Liaison team was not responding quickly enough to customer concerns.  


It was agreed that the Clerk should e-mail Tom Blackburne- Maze to express March Town Council’s displeasure. 


2. It was reported that the Clerk had e-mailed FDC on 14th May 2013, with a further e-mail being sent on 17th June 2013. Responses received on 19th May and 18th June 2013 concerning the Wimblington Road Street Lighting have been received as follows:


a) A briefing report is being prepared for the Leader of FDC for his consideration.


b) FDC has been informed that CCC will not fund the street light replacements as part of a speed reduction scheme.


c) It would be necessary for March Town Council to fund the speed limit reduction, but it is unlikely that the improved street lighting would be a requirement of such reduction.

Minute 42:
An e-mail was forwarded to all Councillors on 4th June 2013 confirming the dates for which they were responsible for the summer band concerts.

Re Christmas Lights Working Party Meeting of 17th June 2013:
Minute 17:
March Town Council ratified the Working Party’s decision that it would not be feasible to hold the “switch-on” in conjunction with a Christmas Market on a Sunday.
55

Planning Applications

Because of their positions on the Fenland District Council Planning and Development Committee and their commitment to Paragraph 28 of the Fenland District Council Code of Conduct, Councillors Cornwell, Keane and Quince declared personal interests and took no part in the discussions relating to planning matters.

It was also noted that due to their involvement in the building industry, Councillors Count, Purser and Skoulding would not take part in any discussions relating to planning issues.
Councillors Cornwell and Skoulding left the room for the entirety of this agenda item.

It was agreed that one additional planning application would be discussed.

Application


Name and address of applicant, details of application,

Number
and recommendation of March Town Council.

F/YR13/0372/EXTIME
Mr R Towler, 161B Creek Road, March.

Erection of a 4/5-bed detached house and detached double garage (renewal of planning permission F/YR10/0436/F)

Land South East Of 161B Creek Road, March.

Received: 21 June 2013.


Consultation Date: 17 June 2013.

Recommend approval.
F/YR13/0376/F
Mr & Mrs S Grange, 18 Norwood Avenue, March.

Erection of single-storey rear extension to existing dwelling involving demolition of existing lean-to extension.

S/a.

Received: 21 June 2013.


Consultation Date: 19 June 2013.

Recommend approval.
F/YR13/0390/F
Mr R Beaumont, Wellington Parkway, Magne Park, Lutterworth.

Erection of a front extension and alterations to existing food store including enclosure of existing delivery bay and installation of air conditioning units.

Lidl, Dartford Road, March.

Received: 24 June 2013.


Consultation Date: 21June 2013.

Recommend approval.
F/YR13/0266/F
Erection of a 3-bed 2-storey dwelling involving the demolition of existing garage at Land East Of 1 Whittlesey Road, March.


Withdrawn. 





Withdrawal noted.
F/YR13/0393/F
Mr G Raine & Mrs S Tower, 76 Robingoodfellows Lane, March.

Erection of a single storey rear extension.

S/a.

Received: 28 June 2013.


Consultation Date: 24 June 2013.

Recommend approval.
56

Localism Bill / Public Participation
Councillor French outlined her reasons for requesting that the Standing Orders be amended to allow public participation at Council meetings.
Following lengthy discussions the following points were agreed:

a) Any person wishing to speak at a Council meeting regarding an item not appearing on the agenda must give seven days written notice to the Clerk.

b) Any person wishing to speak at a Council meeting regarding an item that does appear on the agenda must give written notice to the Clerk before 10am on the day of such meeting.

c) Individuals would be allowed to speak for a maximum of three minutes.

d) The six month rule would apply insofar that individuals would not be allowed to continually repeat the same representation.

e) There would be an overall limit of fifteen minutes of public participation at each meeting.

f)  Points raised by members of the public could be debated following their presentation but, the Chairman, at his / her discretion, could decree that no response / debate should take place, that the question is passed to a Councillor or the Clerk for an oral / written response following the meeting or that the matter be passed to a future meeting for discussion.   
The agreement to the matter of public participation was passed by a majority, and it was agreed that the Clerk should amend the Standing Orders accordingly and return to the 5th August 2013 Meeting for their official approval.
The videoing of Council meetings was also discussed, but it was agreed that no decision should be taken until such time as a national policy is determined. 

57

March Town Plan
Councillor French outlined details concerning the Community Involvement document that the Fenland District Council Cabinet had recently produced, and stated that a March Town / Neighbourhood Plan is necessary if March Town Council wants to become more involved in the decision-making process relating to town matters.
Following discussions, including possible costs and FDC contribution levels, neither of which are known amounts, there was an agreement in principle that such a Plan would be beneficial.

Taking all considerations into account, Councillor French was requested to obtain more detail from FDC and report back to the next meeting for further discussion.
58

Identity Cards / Badges
Following Councillor George’s representations, it was agreed in principle that the Clerk should obtain a quotation for the provision of a badge for each Councillor that bore the town crest and the Councillor’s name.
There was some disagreement as to whether individual Councillors or the Council itself should fund such purchase. 

It was, however, agreed that such quotation should be brought back to the next meeting for further discussion.

It was also agreed that Councillor Purser should bring his camera to the next meeting to photograph each individual Councillor so that such photos could be placed on the March Town Council website.

59 
Representations re Statements of Account for Year Ending 31st March 2013
It was agreed that the Clerk be authorised to sign, on behalf of March Town Council, the letter to Whiting & Partners confirming representations made within the year end accounts.

60

Reappointment of Internal Auditors
It was unanimously agreed that Whiting & Partners be re-appointed as the Council’s Internal Auditors for year ending 31st March 2014.

61

Schedule of Accounts

The Schedule of Accounts, as circulated, was agreed. 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.10pm
After the meeting had closed, Councillor Shermer informed other members that he intended to resign from March Town Council on health grounds.
He was thanked for his past efforts, and requested to put such resignation in writing to the Town Clerk who would then instigate all necessary procedures. 
Councillor A Pugh (Mayor of March)…………………………..    5th August 2013.
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