MARCH TOWN COUNCIL.

Minutes of the Meeting of March Town Council held on 3rd June 2013 in The Skoulding Suite at March Town Hall commencing at 7.15pm.

Present
Councillor
A Pugh

Town Mayor





CC Owen

Deputy Town Mayor


Councillors
MJ Cornwell

S Count



J French

ML George


  BM Keane
 
GD Philpott




MW Purser
  
TEW Quince


RF Skoulding         



Cambs County Councillors

Nil


FDC Representatives


Mark Mathews








Gerard Wilde



Assistant Town Clerk


GSD Wilkinson




Police




PCSO Rachel Cheverton


Public




Nil




35

Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Councillor Shermer.
36

Police Update
PCSO Rachel Cheverton reported as follows:
a) Comparing crime figures for the three wards of March to end of May 2013 with last year showed a 10% reduction which was pleasing, 199 this year, 224 last year.

b) For May 2013 52 crimes were recorded (same as last year):

There was a reduction in antisocial behaviour incidents

No change in alcohol related incidents, 24
1 dwelling burglary

No robberies

1 theft of a vehicle, 2 theft from vehicles

5 cycles stolen

14 criminal damage

7 shoplifting

c) Quad bikes/motor cycles continue to be an issue but there has been some success including one person selling his machine

d) ‘Frog’ graffiti – mostly removed by FDC, Councillors reported there were still several locations where there was a problem.
e) One location had suffered shed burglaries

f) Some joint patrols with FDC had been undertaken to tackle litter problems and the attitude of some youngsters to FDC staff.
g) Preparations were being made for the Summer Festival - some Specials would be on duty and some PCSO’s from Wisbech.

A number of issues were reported by Councillors: 


Anti social behaviour in Acre Road area.


Drinking at the Library car park


Elm Road parking restrictions enforcement was requested

It was noted the March Town Transport Strategy had been approved by Cabinet and projects could progress although budget reductions meant there were fewer staff available.
Following her presentation, PCSO Rachel Cheverton was thanked by the Mayor and left the meeting at 7.50pm.

37
Reports by Mark Mathews and Ged Wilde of Fenland District Council Environmental Services
Mark Mathews informed Councillors of the following points:

a) The joint meeting with the Portfolio holder resulted in agreed areas/issues to focus on.
b) Regular reports were now being sent by FDC and had resulted in responses from some Town Councillors.

c) Fly posting and dog fouling issues – action continues

d) Operational issues with one machine failure had caused problems – a new machine is planned for March town.

e) Some progress was reported with the cigarette butt issue including staff visiting some businesses – efforts are continuing.
It was suggested that Community Payback should be used to clean up some areas.

Mark Mathews explained that the new cleansing regime (4days on , 4 off  to enable cover 7 days per week) had been operating a year and requested that Councillors complete the Community Satisfaction sheets. It was requested that the survey be made available electronically. 
Following his presentation, Mark Mathews and Ged Wilde were thanked by the Mayor and left the meeting at 7.50 pm.
38

Minutes of Meetings

The following Minutes were agreed and signed by the Mayor: 
Annual Council Meeting of 13th May 2013.

39

Matters Arising

Re Annual Council Meeting of 13th May 2013:

Minute 30 / 7:
No further response yet received from Councillor Melton.

Minute 30 / Street Lighting:
1. Progress update.


2. It was reported that the Clerk had e-mailed FDC on 14th May 2013. A detailed response had not yet been received.
It was requested that additional detail be provided so that the subject of previous minutes was clear.

40

Planning Applications

Because of their positions on the Fenland District Council Planning and Development Committee and their commitment to Paragraph 28 of the Fenland District Council Code of Conduct, Councillors Cornwell, Keane and Quince declared personal interests and took no part in the discussions relating to planning matters.

It was also noted that due to their involvement in the building industry, Councillors Count, Purser and Skoulding would not take part in any discussions relating to planning issues.
Councillors Cornwell and Skoulding left the room for the entirety of this agenda item.

Prior to consideration of the applications Councillor George reported that he had been lobbied regarding application 0287.
It was agreed that 3no additional planning applications would be discussed.

Application


Name and address of applicant, details of application,

Number
and recommendation of March Town Council.

F/YR13/0278/F
Mrs M Smith, Bassenhally Farm, Drybread Road Whittlesey.


Change of use of first floor to restraint A3 including A1 and A4, formation of a new door and access for disabled and use of outside area for tables and seating.

Royal Exchange Market Place March.
Received: 17 May 2013.


Consultation Date: 14 May 2013.

Recommend Approval.

F/YR13/0279/A
Mrs M Smith, Bassenhally Farm, Drybread Road Whittlesey.


Display of 4no non-illuminated and 2no externally illuminated fascia signs and 2no externally-illuminated hanging signs.

Royal Exchange Market Place March.
Received: 17 May 2013.


Consultation Date: 14 May 2013.

Recommend Approval.

F/YR13/0280/F
Mr & Mrs J Pooley, Thirties Farm, Upwell Road, March.

Erection of a 4-bed 2-storey dwelling and detached workshop for B1, B2, B8 use, involving demolition of existing barn and outbuildings.

Land West Of Thirties Farm Upwell Road March.
Received: 17 May 2013.


Consultation Date: 14 May 2013.

Recommend Approval.

F/YR13/0281/RM

Mr & Mrs R Westbrook, 34 Maple Grove, March.

Erection of a 2-storey 3-bed dwelling.

Land North Of 34 Maple Grove March.
Received: 17 May 2013.


Consultation Date: 14 May 2013.

Recommend Approval.

F/YR13/0283/F
Mr S Brown, Beech House, 19A Wisbech Road, March.

Erection of a 3-storey 4-bed dwelling with attached double garage.

Site Of Former 123 Gaul Road March.
Received: 17 May 2013.

Consultation Date: 15 May 2013.
No objection subject to Section 106 Agreement on highways improvements.

F/YR13/0287/F
Mr M Savage, 20-24 Marwick Road, March.

Change of use of agricultural land to extend lorry and car park.

Land East Of 20 To 24 Marwick Road March.
Received: 20 May 2013.

Consultation Date: 16 May 2013.
No objection subject to controls of noise pollution and adequate bunds to minimize the effects of noise.

F/YR13/0295/RM
Mr & Mrs JP & SE White.

Burnthouse Farm, Burnthouse Road, Turves, Whittlesey.

Erection of a 3 x 2-storey 4-bed dwellings with integral double garages involving demolition of existing dwelling.

Dodds Farm, Whittlesey Road, March.
Received: 22 May 2013.

Consultation Date: 20 May 2013.
Recommend Approval.

F/YR13/0301/F

Mrs L Moore, 16 St Johns Road, March.

Formation of a vehicular access to existing dwelling.

S/a.

Received: 24 May 2013.


Consultation Date: 20 May 2013.

Recommend Approval.

F/YR13/0303/TRTPO

Mr K Henshaw, 5 Millfield Close, March.

Works to 1 Lime Tree covered by TPO 2/1984.

S/a.

Received: 28 May 2013.


Consultation Date: 22 May 2013.

Recommend Approval.

F/YR13/0310/F
Mr C Jackson, 2 Hawkins Road, Cambridge.


Erection of a single storey 2-bed dwelling with associated parking involving the demolition of existing dwelling.

Whitegates Upwell Road March.

Received 31 May 2013.


Consultation Date: 28 May 2013.


Recommend Approval.

F/YR13/0319/F
Mr & Mrs S Mylum, 11 Alftruda Close, March.


Erection of a single storey side/rear extension to existing dwelling.

21 Cavalry Drive March.

Received 3 June 2013.


Consultation Date: 31May 2013.


Recommend Approval.

F/YR13/0323/F
Mr R Spies, Freedom Motorcycles, Mill View, March.


Erection of a 2-storey storage/office building involving demolition of existing store and part of wall and removal of container.

S/a.

Received 3 June 2013.


Consultation Date: 31May 2013.

Recommend Approval.

41

Grants and Donations
Prior to discussions commencing, the Assistant Town Clerk informed Councillors that £1,000 was available for distribution during 2013 / 2014. This could be equated as £250 per quarter or according to their wishes.
Six applications for funding had been received as follows:
Name: 

March Community Car Scheme.
Amount: 
£250

Purpose: Door-to-Door transport for medical and social journeys for those who cannot use bus or dial-a-ride and do not have their own car or someone to take them. 

Name: 

Cambridgeshire Bobby Scheme.
Amount: 
£1500

Purpose: To encourage increased independence and safety of the older, vulnerable and disabled by reducing repeat victimisation, reducing burglary, reducing fear of crime,  and increasing confidence and reassurance.

Name: 

Cambridgeshire Libraries Summer Reading Challenge
Amount:
£200

Purpose:
To encourage children to read and discuss books during the summer and thereby increase reading attainment levels.

Name: 

Vitalise.

Amount:
£145.20
Purpose:
Contribution towards respite care for local families.

Name: 

Cambridgeshire Search and Rescue.
Amount:
£2000
Purpose: Provided trained volunteer search and rescue technicians to Cambridgeshire Constabulary in the search and recovery of vulnerable missing persons e.g. child, elderly, vulnerable.
Name: 

20Twenty Productions.
Amount:
£300 (for three events over the summer)
Purpose: Moment In Time events to raise money for charities
Following discussions, it was agreed that all applicants met the general criteria and awards were made as follows:

March Community Car Scheme
Approved £125 donation
Cambridgeshire Bobby Scheme
Not approved
Cambridgeshire Libraries Summer Reading Challenge
Approved £125 donation
Vitalise
Not approved
Cambridgeshire Search and Rescue 
Not approved
20Twenty Productions Ltd.
Not approved
42

Schedule of Councillors for Band Concert Supervision 2013
Following a draw, the below-mentioned Councillors were made responsible for the following Band Concerts:

July 7    March Brass 2000         36 chairs           Councillors Keane and Owen

July 14   Littleport Band   
30 chairs           Councillors Purser and Quince

July 21   Hilgay Silver Band          28 chairs      Councillors Count and Shermer

July 28   City of Peterborough       30 chairs       Councillors French and George

Aug 4   Freddie and Friends       5 chairs             Councillors Cornwell

Aug 11   Soham  Comrades Band 30 chairs    Councillors Skoulding and Pugh

Aug 18
  Wississippi Jazzmen     5 chairs             Councillor Philpott

Aug 25    City of Ely Military Band 50 chairs  Councillors Pugh, George and French 

It was requested that the Assistant Town Clerk should e-mail confirmation of these 
arrangements to all Councillors on 4th June 2013.

43
Internal Audit Review for Accounts for Year Ending 31st March 2013
The Assistant Town Clerk reported that the Internal Auditors (Whiting & Partners) had no items of concern within the above-mentioned accounts. 

Whiting & Partners noted that they had not yet reviewed the Past Mayor’s expenses (Councillor Jan French) but that this was not a statutory obligation.
44 
Representations re Statements of Account for Year Ending 31st March 2013
It was agreed that this item be carried forward to the next meeting.

45

Reappointment of Internal Auditors
It was agreed that this item be carried forward to the next meeting.

46

Schedule of Accounts

The Schedule of Accounts, as circulated, was agreed. 
47 

Any Other Business
a) It was proposed by The Mayor and agreed that a book of condolence would be made available at the Town Hall in memory of Drummer Lee Rigby.
b) It was proposed by Councillor George that a business/identity card would be extremely useful. It was agreed that this would be considered at the next meeting.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.20pm
Councillor A Pugh    ………………………………………..    1st July 2013.

Mayor of March.
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