MARCH TOWN COUNCIL.

Minutes of the Meeting of March Town Council held on 3rd March 2014 in The Skoulding Suite at March Town Hall commencing at 7.15pm.

Present
Councillor
A Pugh

Town Mayor





CC Owen

Deputy Town Mayor



Councillors
SR Court

J French




ML George

BM Keane




GD Philpott
 
MW Purser
  



TEW Quince

RF Skoulding         




Town Clerk



C Lemmon

Assistant Town Clerk


GSD Wilkinson
Public (Incl. S Barclay MP)

Four




177

Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Councillors Cornwell and Count.
178

Planning Applications

Because of their positions on the Fenland District Council Planning and Development Committee and their commitment to Paragraph 28 of the Fenland District Council Code of Conduct, Councillors Keane, Owen and Quince declared personal interests and took no part in the discussions relating to planning matters.

It was also noted that due to their involvement in the building industry, Councillors Purser and Skoulding would not take part in any discussions relating to planning issues.
Councillor Skoulding left the room for the entirety of this agenda item.

It was agreed that three additional planning applications would be discussed at this meeting.
Application


Name and address of applicant, details of application,

Number
and recommendation of March Town Council.

F/YR14/0095/F

Mrs N Gill, c/o agent.

Erection of a 2-storey 5-bed dwelling with integral garage 
and swimming pool, and 1.95m high (max height) boundary fence and wall involving the diversion of a public footpath.

Land North Of County Council Offices, Gordon Avenue, March.
Received: 21 February 2014.





Consultation Date: 17 February 2014.





Recommend approval.
F/YR14/0101/F

Mr Colin Barnes, 1 Pond Close, Wimblington.





Erection of a single-storey 2-bed dwelling involving 



demolition of existing dwelling and garage and siting of 



temporary mobile home.





8 Creek Fen, March.
Received: 24 February 2014.





Consultation Date: 19 February 2014.





Recommend approval.
F/YR14/0100/F

Mr B Skoulding, Marwick House, Station Road, March.

Variation of condition 14 of planning permission 



F/YR13/0116/EXTIME (Erection of a 70 metre high

 (hub height) wind turbine and transformer kiosk 

(renewal of appeal APP/D0515/A/09/2114817/NWF in

 relation to planning application F/YR09/0020/F))





Land South Of 2 Foundry Way, March.

Received: 28 February 2014.
Consultation Date: 25 February 2014.




Recommend approval.
F/YR14/0105/F

Mr T Monk, 5 Apple Tree Close, March.





Erection of 1 x 2-bed and 2 x 1-bed single-storey 




dwellings.





Land South Of 110 Wisbech Road, March.

Received: 28 February 2014.
Consultation Date: 25 February 2014.
Recommend approval subject to no flooding problems.
F/YR14/0107/F

Mr T Coccozza, Glenholme, Springfield, Fletton, 




Peterborough.

Variation of condition 5 of planning permission 


F/YR13/0773/F (Erection of a single-storey building 

comprising of 2no units for retail (A1) and retail 


(A1)/financial and professional services (A2) …) 

relating to delivery hours to allow deliveries between

 7am and 7pm 
with the exception of newspapers to be

 delivered by a van.






Site Of 43 To 47 The Causeway March.

Received: 28 February 2014.

Consultation Date: 26 February 2014.




Recommend approval.
179

Public Participation
Since nobody had given the requisite notice to the Clerk to enable them to address the meeting, no public participation took place.
180

Police Update
Since the Police were unable to attend this evening’s meeting, a written report had 

been e-mailed to all Councillors earlier in the day.
181

Minutes of Meetings

The following Minutes were agreed and signed by the Mayor: 
Main Council Meeting of 3rd February 2014.

Neighbourhood Plan Meeting of 17th February 2014. 

Planning Sub-Committee Meeting of 17th February 2014.

Christmas Lights Working Party Meeting of 17th February 2014.

182

Matters Arising

Re Main Council Meeting of 3rd February 2014:

Minute 166:
Following the meeting held on 17th February 2014, it was reported that meetings had been arranged with the Neale-Wade Academy, Young People March, the March Society and the Chamber of Commerce to further the consultation process regarding the Neighbourhood Plan.

Minute 169 / 153:
Since FDC budgets have now been finalized and current year balances have been ascertained, the Clerk was asked to e-mail Alan Melton and Rob Bridge to request funding for Wimblington Road street lights. 
Minute 170:
The Clerk reported that he had requested Cambridgeshire County Council to introduce a 30mph limit in Gaul Road on 4th February 2014. A response dated 10th February 2014 stated that the request had been forwarded to the Policy and Regulation Team, but no further update has been received.

Re Neighbourhood Plan Meeting of 17th February 2014:
Councillor French asked for volunteers to accompany her when she visited the March 

Society on 2nd April 2014. Councillors Keane and Skoulding agreed to join her.

Councillor Philpott reported that he is arranging for large laminated maps to be 

produced as an aid for the various presentations that  are due to be made.

Re Planning Sub-Committee Meeting of 17th February 2014:
Minute 175 (F/YR14/0079/F):
Councillor Court reported that the March Society is organizing a petition to oppose the demolition of 26 Market Place, March.

Re Christmas Lights Working Party Meeting of 17th February 2014:
The Clerk reported that £13,500.00p was being transferred from the Xmas Lights 

Contingency Fund into the March Town Council Main Account to balance the 

Christmas Lighting 2013 Account. 

183

Nominations for the Mayor and Deputy Mayor
A. Councillor Owen was nominated as Mayor Elect for 2014 / 2015 by Councillor Skoulding, and this was seconded by Councillor Philpott.

Since no other nominations were forthcoming, a vote was taken as follows:

For

Eight

Against
Nil

Abstentions   
Two
Councillor Owen was duly elected and will take up the position as from 12th May 2014.

B. Councillor Skoulding was nominated as Deputy Mayor Elect for 2014 / 2015 by Councillor French, and this was seconded by Councillor Owen.

Since no other nominations were forthcoming, a vote was taken as follows:

For

Eight

Against
Nil

Abstentions   
Two

Councillor Skoulding was duly elected and will take up the position as from 12th May 2014.

184

Grants and Donations
Prior to discussions commencing, the Clerk advised that there was up to £750 available for distribution under this budget heading.

Three applications for funding had been received as follows:

1. 
Name:

1220 (March) Squadron Air Training Corps.


Amount:
£122.69p.
Purpose:
10 sets of belt brasses for the white webbing belts worn on ceremonial duties.

2.
Name:

Young People March.


Amount:
£240.00p.
Purpose:
Funding for the provision of a youth worker for 6 x 4 hour Saturday advice sessions.  
3.
Name:

March Amateur Boxing Club.


Amount:
Up to £1000.00p
Purpose:
Funding to replace the front non-standard personnel door at their Club which had been seriously damaged.  

It was agreed that all applications met the necessary criteria.
It was duly proposed by Councillor Owen and seconded by Councillor French, with all in favour, that awards should be made as follows:
1220 (March) Squadron Air Training Corps:

£122.69p.
Young People March:




£240.00p.

March Amateur Boxing Club:


£387.31p.
185

March War Memorial
Councillor French reported that the war memorial was in urgent need of cleaning prior to any celebrations marking the 100th anniversary of the start of World War 1.

It was agreed that the Clerk should write to Trevor Watson (with copies to Paul Medd and Alan Melton) of Fenland District Council to request that this work be authorised without delay.
186

Town Centre Management Working Party

Councillor French reported that she, along with Councillors Skoulding & Purser, had undertaken a town inspection on 19th February 2014.

The following points were deemed to be in need of attention:

a) Footpath from Card Shop to Library in poor state – arrangements are in hand to get this repaired after St. Georges Fayre.
b) The “Old Mans” shelter adjacent to the public toilets in Broad Street in filthy condition – Clerk to write to Trevor Watson to request a full and proper clean.

c) Tree missing from centre of Broad Street. It was reported that a new planter will be placed in this location in the near future.
d) Johnsons Square in poor condition. Councillor French is still attempting to ascertain who owns this area.

e) Rear of Chilli Hut in appalling condition. The Clerk reported that he had recently notified FDC of this following a complaint from a local resident. Councillor Skoulding also agreed to look into this since Snowmountain Limited, of which Councillor Skoulding is a director, are the actual owners and landlords of these premises.

f) The Wigstone Bridge cycle barrier is broken – Clerk to write to Trevor Watson to request remedial action.

g) Cars parking on the public open space in Suffolk Way. Councillor French has already raised her concerns with Bob Ollier and has requested that a solution be found. 
187

Cambridgeshire County Council – Councillor Update
Since no County Councillors were present, no update was available for this meeting.
188

Fenland District Council Update
Councillor Owen provided updates as follows:
a) FDC will not increase the current level of Council Tax for 2014 / 2015.
b) Following the recent re-branding exercise of the Leisure Centres, the George Campbell name has been re-instated on the March premises following a public outcry.

Since March’s local Member of Parliament, Steve Barclay, had attended the meeting, the Mayor, as a matter of courtesy, asked whether he would like to address the members present.

A variety of items were discussed including A14, A47, the Bramley line, train services in general, EU grant funding, local sport, business rates, education funding, the road at Welney that regularly floods and parking issues.
Following these discussions, the Mayor thanked Steve Barclay MP for his attendance.

189

Schedule of Accounts

The Schedule of Accounts, as circulated, was agreed. 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.30pm.
Councillor A Pugh ……………….…………………………..   7th April 2014.
(Mayor of March)
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