MARCH TOWN COUNCIL.

Minutes of the Meeting of March Town Council held on 4th August 2014 in The Skoulding Suite at March Town Hall commencing at 7.15pm.
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Town Mayor
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MW Purser
  



TEW Quince
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PCSO Tracey Liano
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C Lemmon
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69

Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Councillor Court.
70

Planning Applications

Because of their positions on the Fenland District Council Planning and Development Committee and their commitment to Paragraph 28 of the Fenland District Council Code of Conduct, Councillors Keane, Owen and Quince declared personal interests and took no part in the discussions relating to planning matters.

It was also noted that due to their involvement in the building industry, Councillors Count, Purser and Skoulding would not take part in any discussions relating to planning issues.

Councillor Skoulding left the room, and Councillor Owen left the debating table, for the entirety of this agenda item.

It was agreed that seven additional planning applications would be discussed.
Councillor Pugh took the Chair for this agenda item only.
Application


Name and address of applicant, details of application,

Number
and recommendation of March Town Council.

F/YR14/0537/F 
Athol Street, Douglas, Isle Of Man.

Variation of Condition 7 of Appeal Decision APP/D0515/A/11/2160783 relating to F/YR11/03880/O (Erection of 6 x 3-bed and 4 x 2-bed terraced houses)  

Land South West Of Queen Street Close March.
Received: 23 July 2014.





Consultation Date: 21 July 2014.






Recommend refusal. Inappropriate development.
F/YR14/0541/F
Mr Paul Gumbley, c/o Agent.

Erection of 1 no dwelling.
Land North Of 125A West End March.

Received: 23 July 2014.





Consultation Date: 21 July 2014.


Recommend approval subject to specific drainage consents.
F/YR14/0358/F
Revised Proposals.

Erection of 1 x 4-bed chalet bungalow.
Land West of 34 Morton Avenue.

Amount of development reduced from 3 dwellings to 1 dwelling.
Received: 23 July 2014.





Consultation Date: 22 July 2014.


Recommend approval.
F/YR14/0545/F
Mr Ben Skoulding, Snowmountain Investments, Marwick House, Station Road, March.

Change of use of part of building from offices/storage to 1 x 2-bed dwelling and 1 x 2-bed flat.
93 High Street, March.
Received: 25 July 2014.





Consultation Date: 22 July 2014.


Recommend approval.

F/YR14/0546/LB
Mr Ben Skoulding, Snowmountain Investments, Marwick House, Station Road, March.

Internal and external works to Listed Building involving insertion of dormer window and roof lights; replace upvc windows with timber and reinstatement of chimney.

93 High Street, March.
Received: 25 July 2014.





Consultation Date: 22 July 2014.
Recommend approval.

F/YR14/0549/F
Mr & Mrs A Shepherd, 37 Nightall Drive, March.

Erection of a single-storey side and rear extension to existing dwelling.
37 Nightall Drive, March.
Received: 28 July 2014.





Consultation Date: 24 July 2014.


Recommend approval.
F/YR14/0561/LB
Porter Tun House, 500 Capability Green, Luton.

Display of 2 x individual lettering signs, 1 fascia sign and 2 hanging signs all externally illuminated; 1 door sign and 2 wall mounted amenity boards all non-illuminated; 2 internally illuminated brass menu signs and 1 brass lantern and bow bracket.

30 – 32 High Street, March.
Received: 28 July 2014.





Consultation Date: 25 July 2014.
Recommend approval.

F/YR14/0562/A
Porter Tun House, 500 Capability Green, Luton.

Display of 2 x individual lettering signs, 1 fascia sign and 2 hanging signs all externally illuminated; 1 door sign and 2 wall mounted amenity boards all non-illuminated; 2 internally illuminated brass menu signs and 1 brass lantern and bow bracket.

30 – 32 High Street, March.
Received: 28 July 2014.





Consultation Date: 25 July 2014.


Recommend approval.

F/YR14/0563/F
Mr Paul Gumbley, c/o Agent.

Erection of 4 x 2-storey 4-bed dwellings and 5no detached garages including garage for 119 West End.
119 – 119A West End March.

Received: 30 July 2014.





Consultation Date: 28 July 2014.

Recommend approval subject to specific drainage consents.
F/YR14/0571/F
Mr M Brooker, Unit 15 Charlton Drive, Corngreaves Trading Estate, Cradley Heath, Birmingham.
Change of use from Vocational Skills Support Centre to Industrial/Office (B2/B1a)

1 Foundry Way, March.
Received: 30 July 2014.





Consultation Date: 28 July 2014.


Recommend approval.

F/YR14/0583/F
Mr & Mrs P Green, 16 Elwyn Court, March.


Conversion of existing garage to living accommodation involving alterations to roof and erection of an attached garage to existing dwelling.

S/a. 

Received: 4 August 2014.

Consultation Date: 29 July 2014.

Recommend approval.

F/YR14/0586/F
Miss B Leibscher, 52 Hereward Street, March.


Erection of a single-storey rear extension to existing dwelling.
S/a. 

Received: 4 August 2014.

Consultation Date: 29 July 2014.


Recommend approval.
F/YR14/0587/F
Miss B Leibscher, 52 Hereward Street, March.


Erection of a part 2-storey and part single-storey rear extension to existing dwelling.
S/a. 

Received: 4 August 2014.

Consultation Date: 29 July 2014.

Recommend approval.

F/YR14/0589/TRTPO

Mr D Fortuna, 35 County Road, March.





Works to 5 lime trees covered by TPO 15/1986.





10 High School Close, March.
Received: 4 August 2014.

Consultation Date: 29 July 2014.


Recommend approval.

F/YR14/0591/F

Mr R Hiskett, 63 Ellingham Avenue, March.

Erection of a single-storey side and rear extension to existing dwelling.

S/a.

Received: 4 August 2014.

Consultation Date: 30 July 2014.

Recommend approval.

F/YR14/0595/F

Mrs N Gill.

Variation of condition 6 of planning permission F/YR14/0095/F (erection of a 2-storey 5-bed dwelling with integral garage and swimming pool, and 1.95m maximum height boundary fence and wall involving the diversion of a public footpath) to enable amendments to approved plans (pool room and removal of timber cladding).

Land north of County Council Offices, Gordon Avenue, March.

Received: 4 August 2014.

Consultation Date: 31 July 2014.
Since there was an association with the applicant, Councillor Count re-iterated his personal interest and left the room whilst this application was being discussed.

Recommend approval.

F/YR14/0596/F

Mr S Rooney, The Rodhams, Rodham Road, March.

Erection of a 1-bed single-storey annexe ancillary to the main dwelling.

S/a.

Received: 4 August 2014.

Consultation Date: 31 July 2014.
Recommend approval.

71

Street Naming and Numbering
Since the developer did not wish to suggest any names, Councillors unanimously agreed that the following name should be suggested for land south of 110 Wisbech Road, March:
Clifton Close.

72

Public Participation
Since nobody had given the requisite notice to the Clerk to enable them to address the meeting, no public participation took place.

Agenda Item 79 was heard out of the original declared order, and prior to the Police update, since the Police wished to hear the discussions relating thereto.
79

Estover Playing Field

Prior to discussions commencing, Councillor Count (being the Leader of CCC which suggested part residential development of this site) declared a prejudicial interest and left the room for the duration of the discussions relating to this agenda item.
Councillors discussed the e-mail forwarded to them by Ian Dickerson requesting that Estover Playing Field be registered as an Asset of Community Value.

During these discussions, the following points were raised:

a) The CCC valuation of the Estover Playing Field having residential development potential is at odds with the contents of the District Plan and the likely contents of the March Neighbourhood Plan which both decree no residential development thereon.

b) Estover Playing Field already has an established recreational usage dating back well over 75 years. 

c) Local opinion strenuously opposes any residential development in this area.

d) CCC’s own studies indicate that recreational space is insufficient within March.

e) An agricultural valuation of the site, which would be more in line with its recreational usage, would equate to no more than £285,000 (£15,000 per acre).

f) Subject to valuation, and public consent, there was no major reason why March Town Council should not purchase this field provided that a suitable trust or charity was established to manage the facility.
g) It was noted that the Chief Executives and Leaders of CCC & FDC and the Mayor would be meeting in September to discuss the Estover situation.
It was eventually agreed, with all in favour, that the requested registration of Estover Playing Field, although not a definitive solution, was a worthwhile first step in the determination of this assets future.
73

Police Update
PCSO Tracey Liano updated Councillors as follows:
a) July had been a relatively quiet month.
b) The main thing to note was that two people had been arrested in connection with business burglaries.

A discussion session ensued in which the following points were raised:

a) Signs had been erected in North Drive warning against quad-bike nuisance.

b) The police were asked to request the provision of CCTV at the planning stage of future developments, in the hope that the developers would have to provide such equipment as a condition of such development.

c) No complaints had been received relating to noise pollution emanating from the club in Station Road.

d) The police were thanked for providing on-going speed checks in Norwood Road and Hundred Road.

Following their presentation, Sgt Martin Monger and PCSO Tracey Liano were thanked by the Mayor and left the meeting at 8.05pm.

74

Minutes of Meetings

The following Minutes were agreed and signed by the Mayor: 

Main Council Meeting of 7th July 2014.
Planning Sub-Committee Meeting of 21st July 2014.
Christmas Lights Working Party Meeting of 21st July 2014.

75

Matters Arising

Re Main Council Meeting of 7th July 2014:
Minute 56:
The Clerk reported that he had e-mailed Debra Bodger on 8th July 2014. A conversation with Tash Stokes later that day ascertained that Debra Bodger was sick on 7th July 2014, her appointment with MTC was not listed in her diary and, consequently, no-one forwarded her apologies. An e-mail of apology was subsequently received from Debra Bodger personally.
Minute 62:
The 2015 / 2016 LHI Scheme will be discussed in greater detail under a separate agenda item.

Minute 63: 
The Clerk spoke to John Elworthy on 8th July 2014, and the Cambs Times are prepared to carry the Gardens Competition forward with effect from 2015.

Minute 64:
The yellow lining in the vicinity of the Braza was completed on 23rd July 2014.

Re Christmas Lights Working Party Meeting of 21st July 2014:

It was noted that Kim Winterton’s failure to attend this meeting was unavoidable 

since her husband had suffered a heart attack. The Clerk had subsequently held a 

meeting with her to discuss various pertinent points. 
76

Wimblington Road Speed Limit
A price of £5,500 had been received from Matthew Pickering of Cambridgeshire County Council to implement speed reduction measures in Wimblington Road (40mph to 30 mph) from the town entrance (adjacent to the “old Council houses”) to the Neale Wade Community College.

This cost would be met as follows:

£2,000 from the MTC LHI budget
£   750 donation from individual Councillors (£250 each from Councillors French,                              

                                                                          Purser and Skoulding)

£2,750 from the MTC Contingencies budget.

It was proposed by Councillor French and seconded by Councillor Skoulding, with all in favour, that March Town Council proceeds with this work as quoted.
77

2015 / 2016 Local Highway Improvement Schemes
One scheme was proposed by Councillor Count as follows:

Traffic calming measures in Norwood Road / Hundred Road in order to reduce
 speeding and discourage the number of HGVs using these roads.
This was seconded by Councillor George with all in favour.
It was agreed that the application should be submitted by the Town Clerk at the earliest opportunity, and that £2,000 be offered as the town contribution to such scheme. The application would not be specific in its demands but, instead, request that CCC determine the preferred manner of approach within budget constraints.
It was also agreed that the application itself should be checked by the Mayor or Councillor Count prior to submission.

78

£10,000 Commitment to Wimblington Road Street Lighting
Following discussions held at the 7th July 2014 Main Council Meeting, it was proposed by Councillor French and seconded by Councillor Count, with all in favour, that £10,000 be committed to the provision of street lighting in Wimblington Road.
It was agreed that the Clerk should formally notify Matthew Pickering (CCC Local Projects Manager) and Councillor John Clark (Leader of FDC) of this decision so that matters may hopefully be progressed at the earliest opportunity.

80

Street Trading
Councillors discussed the FDC Draft Street Trading Policy which was circulated to them all on 7th July 2014.
Following discussions, it was agreed that the following response should be provided:
The FDC Draft Street Trading Policy should cover any main street or road within the town’s 30mph curtilage.

This was approved by majority decision with Councillor Count providing the only dissenting voice.
It was also agreed that Councillors should respond as individuals to this consultation if so required.

81

Cambridgeshire County Council Update
Councillor Count provided the following updates:
a) The yellow lining near the Braza was completed on 23rd July 2014.

b) An “Estover Playing Fields” meeting was held on Friday 18th July 2014.
c) CCC have applied for European Union funding under the Fens Leader Programme.
d) Councillor Count has been appointed to the GCGP LEP Board.

e) Additional support has been provided by Julian Huppart in respect of the March to Wisbech railway line.
82

Fenland District Council Update
Councillor Owen provided the following update:
a) Planning and communication issues are being discussed on a regular basis within FDC.

83

Schedule of Accounts

The Schedule of Accounts, as circulated, was agreed. 
In addition, Councillor Skoulding and the Oliver Cromwell Hotel were thanked for the support provided at community events.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.50pm

Councillor CC Owen    ………………………………………..    1st September 2014.

Mayor of March.
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