MARCH TOWN COUNCIL.

Minutes of the Meeting of March Town Council held on 7th July 2014 in The Skoulding Suite at March Town Hall commencing at 7.15pm.
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55

Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Councillors Cornwell and Pugh.
56
Presentation by Debra Bodger, Fenland District Council Environmental Health Officer
Although Debra Bodger was due to give a presentation, she was not at the meeting and had not forwarded her apologies.
It was agreed that the Clerk should attempt to ascertain the reasons for her non-attendance.

57

Planning Applications

Because of their positions on the Fenland District Council Planning and Development Committee and their commitment to Paragraph 28 of the Fenland District Council Code of Conduct, Councillors Keane, Owen and Quince declared personal interests and took no part in the discussions relating to planning matters.

It was also noted that due to their involvement in the building industry, Councillors Count, Purser and Skoulding would not take part in any discussions relating to planning issues.

Councillors Owen and Skoulding left the room for the entirety of this agenda item.

It was agreed that two additional planning applications would be discussed.
Councillor French took the Chair for this agenda item only.
Application


Name and address of applicant, details of application,

Number
and recommendation of March Town Council.

F/YR14/0437/F
Mr Vincent Rozkres, Norland House, 110 High Street, March.

Change of use of ground floor from public house to guest accommodation and erection of 2-storey rear extension.

King William IV Public House 107 High Street, March.

Received: 20 June 2014.

Consultation Date: 16 June 2014.

Recommend approval.
F/YR14/0443/PLANOB
Accent Nene Ltd, Manor House, 57 Lincoln Road, Peterborough.
Modification of Planning Obligation attached to planning permission F/YR03/1387/F(entered into on 29/11/2004) relating to 37 Riverbank Close only to remove clause that prohibits key workers from stair casing to 100%.

Old Council Depot, Gaul Road, March.
Received: 20 June 2014.

Consultation Date: 19 June 2014.

Recommend approval.
F/YR14/0447/F
Mrs Claire Lilley, 6 West Park Street, Chatteris.
Installation of a new shop front.

31 High Street, March.

Received: 23 June 2014.





Consultation Date: 18 June 2014.

Recommend approval.
F/YR14/0451/A
Mrs R Fuller, 73 Gaul Road, March.
Display of 1 non-illuminated notice board.
St Wendredas Church Hall Church Street March.

Received: 23 June 2014.





Consultation Date: 20 June 2014.
Recommend approval.
F/YR14/0458/F
Mr Norman Bone, 92 St Audreys Close, Histon.
Erection of a single storey rear extension to existing dwelling.

101 Maple Grove, March.

Received: 30 June 2014.





Consultation Date: 23 June 2014.
Recommend approval.
F/YR14/0471/FDC
Mr Trevor Watson, Fenland Hall.
Erection of extensions to extend gym, form multi activity room and changing area.
George Campbell Centre, City Road, March.

Received: 30 June 2014.





Consultation Date: 27 June 2014.
Recommend approval.
F/YR14/0475/F
Ms Carol McCabe, 28A Queens Street, March.
Variation of conditions 2 and 5 of planning permission F/YR13/0254/F (Change of use of garden cabin to dog grooming salon) in relation to business to remain on site and dogs to be kept on premises overnight.

S/a.

Received: 2 July 2014.

Consultation Date: 30 June 2014.

Agreement to variation on Condition 2, but recommend that Condition 5 should be retained.
F/YR14/0485/F
Mr Clive Wilcox, 16 Church Lane, Doddington.

Erection of a 3-storey 4-bed dwelling with detached garage/plant with storage above, involving the demolition of the existing dwelling.





9 Deerfield Road, March.

Received: 4 July 2014.
Consultation Date:  2 July 2014.

Recommend approval subject to “plant room” being consistent with domestic usage only.
F/YR14/0489/TRTPO
Mr M Shirley, 89 St Johns Road, Ely.

Felling of 1 Silver Birch (T2) tree covered by TPO 12/2012.





17 Gordon Avenue, March.

Received: 4 July 2014.
Consultation Date:  2 July 2014.

Recommend approval.
58

Public Participation
Since nobody had given the requisite notice to the Clerk to enable them to address the meeting, no public participation took place.
59

Police Update
PCSO Dawn Rae updated Councillors as follows:
a) 130 crimes were recorded during June 2014. These included dwelling burglary, robbery, theft from motor vehicle, theft of motor vehicle, cycle theft, shoplifting, shed burglary, various forms of disturbance and motorcycle nuisance.
b) The re-housing of some vulnerable adults into March had caused a spike in shoplifting offences.

c) No problems were encountered at March Summer Festival, and this continues to be a well-run and trouble-free event.
d)  PCSO Rachel Cheverton is due to leave the Police at the end of July 2014 to move to Scotland with her family. She was thanked for her past efforts.
e) March is due to be getting two new trainee PCSOs and one PCSO being transferred in from Peterborough. This will obviously give a net increase of two members of staff.
f) Other staff changes were also highlighted.

PCSO Dawn Rae also highlighted various other points:
a)  The Wigstones Road / Creek Road junction was encountering parking problems. Double yellow lines suggested.

b) Gas Road and Causeway Gardens were also encountering parking problems. Double yellow lines suggested.

c) Peterhouse Crescent. Problems were still being caused by rail commuters parking in this area.

d) DPPOs. The alcohol ban is not complete within March, and alcohol can only be confiscated if problems are being caused. Sensible drinking, aligned to the correct disposal of rubbish, is allowable.
e) The re-siting of the taxi ranks and bus-stops in Broad Street had caused a few problems, but none that were insurmountable.
f) Disabled bays in the town centre were also discussed.

Following their presentation, PCSOs Dawn Rae and Rachel Cheverton were thanked by the Mayor and left the meeting at 8.13pm.

60

Minutes of Meetings

The following Minutes were agreed and signed by the Mayor: 

Main Council Meeting of 2nd June2014.
Planning Sub-Committee Meeting of 16th June 2014.
Christmas Lights Working Party Meeting of 16th June 2014.

61

Matters Arising

Re Main Council Meeting of 2nd June 2014:
Minute 42 / 31:
Councillor French reported that the St Georges Fayre Committee and the Christmas Market Committee would be merging, and that it may be necessary to recruit additional members. The AGM for these Committees was due to be held in September 2014.
Minute 43:
Molly Darwood was notified of the Council’s decision on 4th June 2014.

Minute 44:
The Clerk reported that a response was forwarded by e-mail on 3rd June 2014 regarding the consultation on Bench Mergers in Cambridgeshire.

Minute 46:
Councillors were circulated with the 2014 Schedule of Band Concert Supervision on 3rd June 2014. 

They were also reminded of their responsibilities in regards to their duties on these days.
Minute 49:
Whiting & Partners were e-mailed on 3rd June 2014 requesting that they continue in their role of Internal Auditors for year ending 31st March 2015. This was confirmed by their reply of 5th June 2014.
62

2015 / 2016 Local Highway Improvement Schemes
The following schemes were suggested:

A. Councillor French:
Speed reduction measures in Wimblington Road (40mph to 30mph) from the town entrance (adjacent to the “old Council houses”) to the Neale Wade Community College.

B. Councillor Count:
Traffic calming measures in Norwood Road / Hundred Road in order to reduce speeding and discourage the number of HGVs using these roads.
The various schemes were discussed at length, but it was agreed that a final decision would be deferred until the 4th August 2014 Main Council Meeting to allow all Councillors to reach a measured decision and investigate the potential of applying for both schemes.
63

Garden Competition
The Clerk reported that no gardens competition had been organised for this current year.
The Fenland Citizen, who normally organise the event, withdrew their assistance at the eleventh hour, and this has left no time to arrange alternate plans.

It was agreed that this competition had been very successful in the past, and to avoid similar problems in 2015, it was agreed that one of the following options should be considered to enable the competition to continue:
a) Reform the MTC March-in-Bloom Committee.

b) Ask March Street Pride to become involved.

c) Ask the Cambs Times to become involved.

Following discussions it was agreed that, in the first instance, the Clerk should liaise with the Cambs Times to ascertain whether there would be any interest on their part.
64

Cambridgeshire County Council Update
Councillor Count provided the following updates:
a) The yellow lining near the Braza is due to be completed circa 22nd July 2014.

b) One million pounds funding has been awarded to carry out feasibility studies on the March to Wisbech railway line and A47 improvements.

c) Funding has also been awarded for the proposed Kings Dyke flyover.
d) Norwood Road bridge improvements are still being investigated and should be completed prior to April 2015.

e) An “Estover Playing Fields” meeting has been arranged for Friday 18th July 2014.
f) Child Protection Services are improving dramatically.

g) Details regarding the new footpaths for Wimblington Road have now been agreed.

h) The provision of street lights for Wimblington Road could be brought forward if March Town Council are prepared to commit funding. It was agreed that a request for £10,000 would be put to March Town Council at the 4th August 2014 Main Council Meeting.

65

Fenland District Council Update
Councillor Owen provided the following update:
a) Efforts are currently being concentrated on improving Planning Services.
66

Schedule of Accounts

The Schedule of Accounts, as circulated, was agreed. 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.20pm

Councillor CC Owen    ………………………………………..    4th August 2014.

Mayor of March.
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