MARCH TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of March Town Council held on
4 August 2025 held in The Skoulding Suite at March Town
Hall commencing at 7.15pm.

Present Councillor A Woollard Town Mayor
N Spencer Deputy Town Mayor
Councillors G Christy S Court
M Field K French
J French
H Orbell M Purser
R Skoulding T Taylor
Cambridgeshire County Councillors C Galbraith  C Thornhill
Town Clerk S Lemmon
Assistant Town Clerk S Farmer
Public
Press 1

71 Apologies

Apologies were received from Cllr Lawler and County Councillor Stephan Fisher.
Apologies were also received from PC Scott Clarke (March Neighbourhood Policing Team)

72 Police Update

The Mayor advised that Avid Zaferani, the new Neighbourhood Sergeant will only be in post
until September 2025.
Two PCs are assigned to March, along with a PCSO.

Items discussed in a recent meeting included parking in Broad Street and High Street,
speeding and anti-social behaviour - including the use of e-scooters and the homeless man in
Broad Street. This matter has been escalated, with a specialist team appointed to deal with
him. He is now the subject of an ASBO and a Criminal Behaviour Order.

He had been moved from Broad Street to The Avenue, although it was reported that he had
spent the weekend behind the beauty salon.

Continued issues are to be reported to the police by ringing 101.

ClIr Skoulding reported that he had received information about a man walking in the middle
of St Peters Road near the HMO holding a knife in the early hours of the morning at the
weekend. Theft of a digger and sit-on mower from Doddington was also reported. Cllr Taylor
asked for an update on activities at the Cromwell Hotel. Cllr Spencer advised that it was



essential that the issuing of parking tickets was stepped up in Broad Street to deter nuisance
parking.

Community Engagement Meetings have now been set up.
The Mayor will share the Community Policy Team contact details with councillors.

73 Planning Applications

Because of her position on the Fenland District Council Planning and Development
Committee and her commitment to Paragraph 28 of the Fenland District Council Code of
Conduct, Councillor J French declares a permanent personal interest and takes no part in
discussions relating to planning matters.

Cllr M Purser also declared a personal interest and took no part in any planning matters since
he is acting as a sub on the Fenland District Council Planning Committee.

Application Name and address of applicant, details of application, Number
and recommendation of March Town Council

No additional planning applications would be discussed at tonight’s meeting.

F/YR25/0532/0 Mr M Purser, 11 Ravenhill Drive, March
Erect 1 x dwelling (outline application with matters committed
in respect of access) at Land South East of 11 Ravenhill Drive.
Received: 21 July 2025
Reply by: 11 August 2025
*ClIr Purser (Applicant) left the room for this item
*Cllr Christy declared an interest in this item
Recommendation; Approval

74 Public Participation

Since nobody had given the requisite notice to the Clerk to enable them to address the
meeting, no public participation took place.

75 Minutes of Meetings
The following Minutes were agreed and signed by the Town Mayor:

Main Meeting 7 July 2025
Planning Meeting 21 July 2025
Christmas Lights Committee 21 July 2025

76 Matters Arising

Christmas Lights Committee: Cllrs J French, Spencer and others were concerned that
Christmas Lights spending was well over-budget and this could not continue; savings would
have to be made both this year and going forward.

It was not necessary to spend thousands of pounds on a tree, especially since CCC had
requested that a smaller tree be installed.




Cllr Field thought that the public would be disappointed with a smaller tree, whereas Cllr
Orbell felt that the public would be understanding if they realised the budgetary constraints
and would appreciate a smaller tree if it meant retaining the festive lights in town.

There has been no fund-raising to date this year and it was agreed that efforts would have to
be ramped up in relation to both fund-raising and sponsorship.

The Christmas Lights Committee will have to look closely at their budget and consider ways
of cutting costs and raising funds to make up the shortfall.

Otherwise, it was very likely that the switch-on event would be discontinued in future.

CllIr Orbell suggested that the lights be switched on on the day of the Christmas Market, in
place of a switch-on event.

Christmas Lights expenditure falls under s137 LGA 1972 expenditure.
77 Specific Grant/Donations Review

Rolling over from previous meetings, Cllr Christy had drafted a policy/procedure note for
Specific/Annual Grants.

The proposal would align the procedure for Specific Annual Grants with that for Quarterly
Grants and Donations.

Councillors were supportive, but insisted the policy should be strictly, but sensibly adhered
to.

The motion, proposed by ClIr Christy, was seconded by ClIr J French.

As such, the policy was adopted, although the Clerk advised there would be no public
newsletter.

Information would be uploaded to our website instead.

Asking in connection with the forthcoming budget preparation for 2026/2027, it was
determined that the Clerk would prepare the budget in the usual way. Any changes to grant
beneficiaries would be made at the November meeting, prior to ratification in December.
Information required by the new Policy and Procedure in relation to specific/annual grants
would need to be disseminated as soon as possible to allow certain existing (and potential)
beneficiaries time to prepare the qualifying documents.

78 Cambridgeshire County Council Update

All email updates were being circulated by the Clerk as and when received.

The local government reorganisation was discussed, it being noted that the formation of a
unitary authority combining Peterborough and Fenland was the current favourite option.

Speeding and parking was also discussed and an update on the roadway between 52-70 West
End was provided.



79 Fenland District Council Update

All email updates were being circulated by the Clerk as and when received.

CllIr J French updated councillors in relation to CPE, double yellow lines and Fenland Inspire.
In relation to North Drive, there will be a full consultation in March East as to whether there
should be a skate Park or something else.

The Clerk advised that the FDC newsletter she shares with councillors details
issues/incidents/enforcement locally in relation to flytipping and abandoned vehicles etc.
This should be read so there was no need to repeat this information at meetings.

80 2025/2026 NALC Pay Review

Councillors had been circulated with a copy of the 2025/2026 NALC pay review which had
been published early this year (24 July).

A 3.2% pay award for officers was confirmed, back paid to April 2025.

The new rates of pay would therefore come into effect in August, payable in September, with
four months back pay (April — July).

Payroll calculations would be shared with the Personnel and Admin Committee.

81 Payments List

The Payments List, as circulated, was agreed.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:35pm.

Councillor A Woollard...........ccooiiiiiii e, 1 September 2025
Mayor of March.



