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MARCH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of March Town Council held on  

5 January 2026 held in The Skoulding Suite at March Town 

Hall commencing at 7.15pm. 

 
Present Councillor A Woollard  Town Mayor 

N Spencer  Deputy Town Mayor 

 

  Councillors S Court  M Field   

J French  K French   

M Purser  J Lawler 

R Skoulding  T Taylor 

       

  Town Clerk    S Lemmon 

  Assistant Town Clerk   S Farmer 

  

 Public     0 

 Press    0   

          

148 Apologies  

 

Apologies were received from Cllrs Orbell and Christy. 

 

149 Police Update 

 

The Mayor reported that whilst no meeting had taken place, there had been a marked increase 

in foot patrol and parking enforcement. 

 

150 Planning Applications 

 

Because of their position on the Fenland District Council Planning and Development 

Committee and her commitment to Paragraph 28 of the Fenland District Council Code of 

Conduct, Councillors J French and M Purser declared a permanent personal interest and takes 

no part in discussions relating to planning matters. 

 

Application   Name and address of applicant, details of application, Number

    and recommendation of March Town Council 

 

No additional planning applications would be discussed at tonight’s meeting. 

 

F/YR25/0759/F  Mr L Stacey 

Erect 1 dwelling with attached double garage at Land West of 3 

Coronation Close. 

Received; 10 December 2025 

Reply by: 24 December 2025 

Recommendation; Approval 
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F/YR25/0862/FDL  Mr Colin Roberts, Flower Garden Group Ltd 

Erect 6 dwellings at site of Former Gas Distribution Centre, 

Gas Road. 

Revised Proposals – site plan 

Received: 15 December 2025 

Reply by: 29 December 2025 

Recommendation; Approval 

 

F/YR25/0893/F  Mr Jeff Briscoe, Block Fen Stables 

Erect 1 self-build/custom dwelling at Land West of 5 Church 

Gardens, Westry. 

Received: 3 December 2025 

Reply by: 24 December 2025 

Recommendation; Refusal – overdevelopment, flooding and 

drainage issues. 

 

F/YR25/0898/F  Mr D Marcroft, 147 Gaul Road 

Erect front and rear extensions to existing dwelling involving 

the demolition of existing conservatory at 137 Cavalry Drive. 

Received: 4 December 2025 

Reply by: 25 December 2025 

Recommendation; Approval 

 

F/YR25/0903/RM  Mr Craig Lenton, G’s Group Holdings 

Reserved Matters application relating to detailed matters of 

appearance and landscaping pursuant to outline permission 

F/YR22/0571/O to erect a linked industrial building (Class 

B2/B8) with accompanying parking, in association with 

continued use of existing building in Class B2/B8 use at 50 

Hostmoor Avenue. 

Received; 5 December 2025 

Reply by: 26 December 2025 

Recommendation; Approval 

 

F/YR25/0913/TRCA  Dawn Rees, Rookswold Club 

Works to 3 Oak Trees within a Conservation Area at March 

Cruising Club, West End. 

Received: 8 December 2025 

Reply by: 29 December 2025 

*Cllrs Spencer and Field declared an interest and took no part 

in discussions. 

Recommendation; Approval 

 

F/YR25/0915/FDC  Fenland District Council 

    Erect 2 dwellings at Land West of 37 Brewin Avenue. 

    Received: 9 December 2025 

    Reply by: 30 December 2025 

Recommendation; Approval 
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F/YR25/0916/F  Miss H Ross, Four Winds Leisure 

Change of use of land to form a campsite, involving the 

erection of 1 toilet block and 1 log cabin, alterations to existing 

access and the siting of 3 glamping pods, 5 shepherds huts and 

24 touring caravan/tent pitches, involving the demolition of 

existing outbuildings (part retrospective) at Four Winds, 113 

Whittlesey Road. 

Received: 12 December 2025 

Reply by: 2 January 2026 

Recommendation; Approval, subject to public right of way 

being preserved. 

 

F/YR25/0932/F  InPost UK 

Installation of an InPost Locker (retrospective) at 3 

Commercial Road. 

Received: 16 December 2025 

Reply by: 6 January 2026 

Recommendation; Approval 

 

F/YR25/0939/F  Mr D Brownlow, Art on Glass Windows 

Alterations to front and side elevations of existing premises at 

100 High Street, March 

Received: 11 December 2025 

Reply by: 1 January 2026 

Recommendation; Approval 

 

F/YR25/0942/F  Mr Amiras Chokshi, March Dental 

Change of use of existing building (to extend dental practice), 

erect a first-floor extension and alterations to external door and 

window arrangements on West Elevation at 6 Grays Lane and 

24 Broad Street. 

Received: 16 December 2025 

Reply by: 6 January 2026 

Recommendation; Approval 

 

F/YR25/0950/F  Miss A Beith 

Change of use of existing dwelling to mixed use including the 

erection of a detached timber summerhouse for the use as a 

hairdressing business at 1 Peyton Avenue. 

Received: 18 December 2025 

Reply by: 8 January 2026 

Recommendation; Approval 

 

F/YR25/0958/F  InPost UK 

Installation of an InPost Locker (retrospective) at Mill Hill 

Garage, Wimblington Road. 

Received: 22 December 2025 

Reply by: 12 January 2026 

Recommendation; Approval 
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F/YR25/0961/F  Mr and Mrs P Elam 

Erect a first-floor rear extension to existing dwelling at 81 

Wisbech Road. 

Received: 22 December 

Reply by: 12 January 2026 

Recommendation; Approval 

 

F/YR25/0971/TRCA  Mr Bateman 

Works to 1 Willow Tree within a Conservation Area at 18 Gas 

Road. 

Received: 22 December 2025 

Reply by: 12 January 2026 

Recommendation; Approval 

 

F/YR25/0976/F  Mr J Akhtar, JA Investments (London) Ltd 

    Erect 1 dwelling (retrospective) at 1 Limetree Close, March 

    Received: 23 December 2025 

    Reply by: 13 January 2026 

*Cllr K French declared an interest in this application and took 

no part in any discussions. 

Recommendation: Approval subject to ensuring satisfactory 

drainage arrangements. 

 

F/YR25/0980/F  Mr and Mrs Wade 

Erect a single-storey rear extension to existing dwelling at 13 

Fishermans Drive. 

Received: 23 December 2025 

Reply by: 13 January 2026 

Recommendation; Approval 

 

F/YR25/0982/F  Mrs Carole Calder, Fenland Tackle Exchange 

Change of use of existing building to retail (part retrospective) 

at Former Radio Mast Site, City Road. 

Received: 23 December 2025 

Reply by: 13 January 2026 

Recommendation; Approval 

 

F/YR25/0983/A  Mrs Carole Calder 

Display of 14 non-illuminated fascia/wall-mounted signs and 1 

non-illuminated door sign at Former Radio Mast Site, City 

Road. 

Received: 23 December 2025 

Reply by: 13 January 2026 

Recommendation; Approval 

 

151 Public Participation 

 

Since nobody had given the requisite notice to the Clerk to enable them to address the 

meeting, no public participation took place. 
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152 Minutes of Meetings 

 

The following Minutes were agreed and signed by the Town Mayor: 

 

Main Meeting – 1 December 2025 

 

153 Matters Arising 

 

Minute 138 – Grants and Donations. 

 

Cllr J French had wished to discuss the matter of the application by FACT for a quarterly 

grant in December with Cllr Christy, who was not in attendance this evening. 

Cllr J French reminded councillors that the award was not refused, merely deferred until the 

January meeting pending a breakdown of costs (a decision which was duly minuted). 

She expressed her disappointment that the Chairman of FACT had allowed a paid employee 

to post a derogatory and misleading post on social media about The Town Council. She felt 

that Cllr Christy had breached his duty as a councillor to protect the Council’s integrity by 

misleading the public on social media. 

 

154 Budget Ratification 

 

The Clerk had been advised of a small change to the Council Tax Base, thereby requiring an 

adjustment to the Precept calculations. The precept would remain the same (£385,000). 

 

No changes had been made to the budget, which had been approved in December. 

 

Cllr Field queried whether all information had been properly received for Estover CIC.  

Yes; The Clerk reminded Cllr Field that this budgeted sum was not an annual/specific grant.  

The Town Council had provided funding to Estover for many years to [originally] facilitate 

the building of the pavilion and latterly to help enable the delivery of a 3G pitch, and, 

following a full presentation to Councillors at the main meeting in August 2024 Councillors 

had unanimously agreed to grant Estover £80pa for a further 3 years, with a clawback 

provision in the event that works had not commenced by July 2027. 

The Clerk was satisfied with the arrangement with Estover and was in close contact with both 

Estover and the FA. Cllr Skoulding is a director of Estover CIC and shared details of progress 

being made in terms of funding and fund-raising. 

 

Cllr Field also questioned the CAB amount vis-à-vis the [higher] requested amount.  

There was discussion about the wording/interpretation of the application/request. 

Cllr J French confirmed that CAB had received the funding it applied for from Burnthouse. 

CAB could apply for future grants from March Town Council. 

 

The budget and precept were duly ratified (proposed by Cllr Skoulding and seconded by Cllr 

Purser), all in favour (barring Cllr Field). 

 

155 Local Highways Improvements 

 

The deadline for submitting applications for 2026/207 is 16 January. 

There was not enough evidence collated to progress an application for Maple Grove at this  

time, but evidence should be collated for a future application by March Town Council or a   
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community application could be pursued. 

 

Cllr J French would chase Cllr Galbraith re Elwyn Road, a location that had been raised as an 

issue by Cllr Field. 

 

156 Cambridgeshire County Council Update 

 

All email updates were being circulated by the Clerk as and when received. 

 

157 Fenland District Council Update 

 

All email updates were being circulated by the Clerk as and when received. 

 

Cllr J French updated councillors in relation to Barclays, the public toilets and the successful 

Golden Age Fayre. 

 

158 Payments List 

 

The Payments List, as circulated, was agreed.  

 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:40pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Councillor A Woollard………………………………………….…….2 February 2026 

Mayor of March. 


