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MARCH TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of March Town Council held on  

7 July 2025 held in The Skoulding Suite at March Town Hall 

commencing at 7.15pm. 

 
Present Councillor A Woollard  Town Mayor 

    N Spencer  Deputy Town Mayor 

 

  Councillors S Court  M Field   

J French  J Lawler   

M Purser  R Skoulding   

T Taylor 

   

    Town Clerk    S Lemmon 

  Assistant Town Clerk   S Farmer 

  

  Public     0 

  Press    1   

          

57 Apologies  

 

Apologies were received from K French, H Orbell and G Christy. 

 

58 Police Update 

 

There has been no police liaison meeting since the last meeting. The Mayor, Cllr Woollard, 

will be the Council’s representative going forward (as has always been the case each year). 

Sgt Chris Arnold and his successor now have Cllr Woollard’s contact details. 

 

In the meantime, Cllr Christy had reported via email that there have been a number of raids 

concerning ASB and the supply of drugs in March. There is an active operation to combat the 

supply of drugs. Closure Orders have been completed on two March addresses relating to the 

supply of drugs and cuckooing - which is linked to County lines. 

There is a focus on e-scooters and e-bikes in the town. Any illegal bikes or scooters will be 

confiscated. Please report any issues or incidents to the Mayor. 

 

59 Planning Applications 

 

Because of her position on the Fenland District Council Planning and Development 

Committee and her commitment to Paragraph 28 of the Fenland District Council Code of 

Conduct, Councillor J French declares a permanent personal interest and takes no part in 

discussions relating to planning matters. 

Cllr M Purser also declared a personal interest and took no part in any planning matters since 

he is acting as a sub on the Fenland District Council Planning Committee this week. 
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Application   Name and address of applicant, details of application, Number

    and recommendation of March Town Council 

 

One (1) additional planning application would be discussed at tonight’s meeting. 

 

F/YR25/0336/F  Suction Excavation UK Ltd 

Erect an Office/Workshop (B2 use) and 3 x portacabins 

(temporary use up to 3 years), boundary fence 2.4m high (max) 

and associated yard area (part retrospective) at Land North of 

Unit 2 Corner Lodge Industrial Estate Knights End Road. 

Revised Proposals; revised plans to denote the location of 

the office building alongside amendment to red line 

boundary (proposed site plan) and street scene elevations to 

reflect the two-storey nature of the temporary porta-cabins. 

Received 18 June 2025 

Reply by: 2 July 2025 

Recommendation: Approval 

 

F/YR25/0451/F  Mr & Mrs Hopkin 

Change of use of land to dog exercise area, installation of 

secure fencing up to 1.8m high (max), 5.4m high pole-mounted 

CCTV cameras, erect 1 x shelter and formation of new access 

and car parking (part retrospective) at Land South West of 

Flaggrass Hill Farm, Hill Road, March. 

Received: 17 June 2025 

Reply by: 8 July 2025 

Recommendation: Approval 

 

F/YR25/0452/F  Sarah Moseley, 196 Station Road 

Formation of a dropped kerb to existing dwelling at 196 Station 

Road, March. 

Received: 17 Jun2 2025 

Reply by: 8 July 2025 

Recommendation; Approval 

 

F/YR25/0453/F  Mr Rob Harwin, Fieldside, Upwell Road. 

Erect 2-storey side and rear extension, involving removal of 

chimney and addition of front porch to existing dwelling at 

Fieldside, Upwell Road, March. 

Received: 17 June 2025 

Reply by: 8 July 2025 

Recommendation; Approval subject to concerns about the 

size of the extension and run-off/drainage/flooding issues in 

this area; possible condition that the discharge shall be no 

more than greenfield site. 
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F/YR25/0454/F  Mr M Haydon 

Erect a single-storey extension to existing garage and 

conversion to form an annexe, addition of new solar panels to 

roof slope and changes to fenestration at 46 Elwyndene Road, 

March. 

Received: 17 June 2025 

Reply by: 8 July 2025 

*Cllr Skoulding declared an interest in this item. 

Recommendation; Approval 

 

F/YR25/0458/A  Mr Fauk Solak, Majestic Turkish Restaurant. 

Display of 1 x internally illuminated fascia sign at 18 Broad 

Street, March. 

Received: 19 June 2025 

Reply by: 10 July 2025 

*Cllr Taylor declared an interest in this item. 

Recommendation; Objection. This premises is in a 

conservation area. The comments and advice of the 

Conservation Officer have been totally ignored and 

disregarded, not just in relation to signage. 

 

F/YR25/0460/VOC  Group Holdings (South) Ltd 

Variation of conditions 2 (archaeology), 7 (mortar mixes and 

brick bonds) and 8 (external materials) of planning permission 

F/YR21/0786/FDL (Creation of 8 dwellings; Erect 4 x 

dwellings (2-storey, 3-bed) and extend and convert existing 

derelict buildings to form 4 x dwellings (3 x 2-storey 1-bed and 

1 x 2-storey 2-bed) involving the partial demolition of 

buildings within a conservation area) – Rewording of 

conditions to enable implementation at 3-6 Land West of Acre 

Road, March. 

Received: 18 June 2025 

Reply by: 9 July 2025 

Recommendation; Approval 

 

F/YR25/0466/VOC  Mr & Mrs Burke/Force One Ltd, Thorby Avenue. 

Variation of condition 10 (list of approved drawings) relating to 

planning permission F/YR21/0887/F (Erect 1 x 

office/workshop, 1 x vehicle workshop and 1 x training centre, 

2.4m high (approx.) fence and formation of car park and 

associated infrastructure) to enable alterations including; revise 

position of access and changes to external doors and windows 

of training room building as well as total size of building due to 

structural and insulation changes and submission of updated 

tree report at Land North West of Middle Level 

Commissioners, Whittlesey Road March 

Received: 23 June 2025 

Reply by: 14 July 2025 

Recommendation; Approval 
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F/YR25/0485/F  Padel X Club 

Construction of 2 x outdoor padel courts with canopies at 

March Indoor Bowls Club, Robingoodfellows Lane, March. 

Received: 27 June 2025 

Reply by: 18 July 2025 

Recommendation; Approval 

 

F/YR25/0149/FDC  Fenland District Council 

Demolition of existing building and erect a max 2.4m fence in a 

conservation area at 2 Broad Street, March. 

Revised Proposals; Supporting Statement, Viability 

Assessment. Statement regarding funding and Phase 2 Bat 

Survey received, existing floor plan revised to indicate the 

location of the vault. 

Received; 7 July 2025 

Reply by: 21 July 2025 

Recommendation; Approval 

 

60 Public Participation 

 

Since nobody had given the requisite notice to the Clerk to enable them to address the 

meeting, no public participation took place. 

 

61 Minutes of Meetings 

 

The following Minutes were agreed and signed by the Town Mayor: 

 

Main Meeting 2 June 2025 

Extra Meeting 16 June 2025 

Planning Meeting 16 June 2025 

Christmas Lights Committee 16 June 2025 

 

62 Matters Arising 

 

None. 

 

64 Specific Grant/Donations Review 

 

Further to a deferral of this item last month to a later date, the Clerk had requested that this 

item be discussed tonight to allow plenty of time for any additional paperwork to be prepared 

and grants advertised/applications completed, prior to preparation of the budget by the Clerk 

in November and ratification thereof in December. 

 

Cllr Christy had raised the issue previously. In his absence, the Clerk read out an email to 

Councillors outlining his suggestions. 

 

The proposals were met with mixed reviews and the matter will be deferred until the August 

meeting.  
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In the meantime, the Clerk will share this year’s budget and details of the beneficiaries of 

Specific Donations with councillors once again. 

 

65 IT Update 

 

The Clerk updated councillors on progress with quotes etc. 

 

66 Cambridgeshire County Council Update 

 

All email updates were being circulated by the Clerk as and when received. 

 

County Councillors Fisher and Galbraith had not sent their apologies for tonight’s meeting. 

 

There has been no update from them in relation to County Council matters. 

 

67 Fenland District Council Update 

 

All email updates were being circulated by the Clerk as and when received. 

 

Cllr J French will be attending Cabinet next week. 

 

Fenland has been nominated to receive a national design award for the regeneration of Broad 

Street. 

 

The generator will finally be removed between 10-23 July once the fuses are installed for the 

lights on Wednesday. 

 

CPE; the Leader had agreed to proceed with this project at great cost. 

 

The Fenland Inspire Project is currently looking at all play areas and open space assessing 

equipment. 

 

Local Government Reorganisation; Consultation takes place between 19 June – 20 July. Final 

submissions mist be made to central government in November 2025. Three proposals have 

been put forward. 

 

Old Barclays Bank building; the plan is to demolish the building (dependent upon planning 

permission) following completion of the new toilet block. It is hoped that completion will be 

before October.  

 

The installation of dropped bollards in Broad Street was discussed following continual abuse 

by food delivery drivers in particular parking illegally in the town. 

 

68 Payments List 

 

The Payments List, as circulated, was agreed.  
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There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:35pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

Councillor A Woollard………………………………………….…….4 August 2025 

Mayor of March. 


